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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-41 are pending in this application. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An Examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to the Applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephonic interview with 
David Gesner and in a facsimile transaction from Richard F. Giunta on April 06, 2009. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
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1 . (Currently Amended) I n a comput e r syst e m compr i s i ng a p l ura li ty of app li cat i on and a 
context manager (CM) to manage context shar i ng botwoon tho p l ura li ty of app li cat i ons, each 
context be i ng def i ned at l east i n part by subject data for at l east one subject usab l e by the 
p l ura li ty of app li cat i ons, tho subject data compr i s i ng, for tho at l east one subject, a data i tem 
hav i ng a s e t of va l u e s compr i s i ng at le ast a f i rst valu e corr e spond i ng to a f i rst of th e p l ura li ty of 
app li cat i ons and at l east a second va l ue correspond i ng to a second of tho p l ura li ty of 
app li cat i ons, th e s e t of va l u e s i d e nt i fy i ng th e at l east on e subj e ct i n th e assoc i at e d cont e xt a A 
method of facilitating execution of foe a plurality of applications, the method comprising acts of: 

(a) providing an interface between tne-GM- a context manager (CM) and the plurality of 
applications, each of the plurality of applications being configured to share at least a first subject 
and a second subject in a first context, the CM being configured to e nab le permit the plurality of 
applications to share the first subject but not the second subject, the interface being configured 
to e nab le permit each one of the plurality of applications to set the second subject and to inform 
the one of the plurality of applications that the second subject has been set, wherein the CM 
manager context sharing between the plurality of applications, each context being defined at 
least in part bv subject data for at least one subject usable bv the plurality of applications, the 
subject data comprising , for the at least one subject, a data item having a set of values 
comprising at least a first value corresponding to a fist of the plurality of applications and at least 
a second value corresponding to a second of the plurality of applications, the set of values 
identifying the at least one subject in the associated context: and 

(b) maintaining values for the second subject separately for the plurality of applications so 
that the second subject is not shared among the plurality of applications. 
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5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the first context comprises a 
plurality of subjects that includes the first and second subjects, and wherein the CM is 
configured to onob l o permit the plurality of applications to share all of the plurality of subjects 
other than the user subject. 

1 5. (Currently amended) At least one computer readable medium encoded with instructions 
for execution in a computer system comprising a plurality of applications^ and a context 
manag e r (CM) to manag e cont e xt shar i ng b e tween th e p l ura li ty of app li cat i ons, e ach cont e xt 
be i ng dof i nod at l east i n part by subject data for at loast ono subject usab l e by tho p l ura li ty of 
app li cat i ons, th e subject data compr i s i ng, for th e at le ast ono subject, a data i t e m hav i ng □ sot of 
va l ues compr i s i ng at l oast a f i rst va l uo correspond i ng to a f i rst of tho p l ura li ty of app li cat i ons and 
at le ast a s e cond va l u e corr e spond i ng to a s e cond of th e p l ura li ty of app li cat i ons, th e s e t of 
va l ues i dent i fy i ng tho at l oast ono subject i n tho assoc i ated context, the instructions, when 
executed, performing a method of facilitating execution of the plurality of applications, the 
method comprising acts of: 

(a) providing an interface between the-GM a context manager (CM) and the plurality of 
applications, each of the plurality of applications being configured to share at least a first subject 
and a second subject in a first context, the CM being configured to e nab le permit the plurality of 
applications to share the first subject but not the second subject, the interface being configured 
to e nab le permit each one of the plurality of applications to set the second subject and to inform 
the one of the plurality of applications that the second subject has been set, wherein the CM 
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manages context sharing between the plurality of applications, each context being defined at 
least in part by subject data for at least one subject usable by the plurality of applications, the 
subject comprising, for the at least one subject, a data item having a set of values comprising at 
least a first value corresponding to a first of the plurality of applications and at least a second 
value corresponding to a second of the plurality of applications, the set of values identifying the 
at least one subject in the associated context: and 

(b) maintaining values for the second subject separately for the plurality of applications so 
that the second subject is not shared among the plurality of applications. 

1 9. (Currently amended) The at least one computer readable medium of claim 1 8, wherein 
the first context comprises a plurality of subjects that includes the first and second subjects, and 
wherein the CM is configured to enab l e permit the plurality of applications to share all of the 
plurality of subjects other than the user subject. 

21 . (Currently amended) The at least one computer readable medium of claim 1 5, wherein 
the act (a) comprises an act of providing an interface between the CM and the plurality of 
applications that e nab le s permits each of the plurality of applications to get a value for the 
second subject. 

29. (Currently amended) A context manager (CM) for use in a computer system comprising a 
plurality of applications, the context manager comprising: 
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at least one processor programmed to mange context sharing between the plurality of 
applications, each context being defined at least in part by subject data for at least one subject 
usable by the plurality of applications, the subject data comprising, for the at least one subject, a 
data item having a set of values comprising at least a first value corresponding to a first of the 
plurality of applications and at least a second value corresponding to a second of the plurality of 
applications, the set of values identifying the at least one subject in the associated context, 
wherein the at least one processor is programmed to: 

onab l o permit the plurality of applications to share a first subject but not a second 

subject in a first context; 

provide an interface between the CM and the plurality of applications, each of the 

plurality of applications being configured to share at least the first and second subjects in 

the first context, the interface being configured to onablo permit each one of the plurality 

of applications to set the second subject and to inform the one of the plurality of 

applications that the second subject has been set; and 

maintain value for the second subject separately for the plurality of application so 

that the second subject is not shared among the plurality of applications. 

33. (Currently amended) The context manger of claim 32, wherein the first context comprises 
a plurality of subjects that includes the first and second subjects, and wherein the at least one 
processor is programmed to onab l o permit the plurality of applications to share all of the plurality 
of subjects other than the user subject. 
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35. (Currently amended) The context manager of claim 29, wherein the at least one 
processor is programmed to provide an interface between the CM and the plurality of 
applications that e nab le s permits each of the plurality of applications to get a value for the 
second subject. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1-41 are 
allowed. 

4. The Examiner had found that the prior art of record does not teach or suggest or render 
obvious: "providing an interface between a context manager (CM) and the plurality of 
applications, each of the plurality of applications being configured to share at least a first subject 
and a second subject in a first context, the CM being configured to permit the plurality of 
applications to share the first subject but not the second subject, the interface being configured 
to permit each one of the plurality of applications to set the second subject and to inform the one 
of the plurality of applications that the second subject has been set, wherein the CM manages 
context sharing between the plurality of applications, each context being defined at least in part 
by subject data for at least one subject usable by the plurality of applications, the subject 
comprising, for the at least one subject, a data item having a set of values comprising at least a 
first value corresponding to a first of the plurality of applications and at least a second value 
corresponding to a second of the plurality of applications, the set of values identifying the at 
least one subject in the associated context; and maintaining values for the second subject 
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separately for the plurality of applications so that the second subject is not shared among the 
plurality of applications" as in claims 1, 15 and 29. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by the Applicant must by submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferable accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance or Examiner Amendment." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to SUMAN DEBNATH whose telephone number is (571)270-1256. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 am to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y. Vu can be reached on 571 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IS. D.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2435 
/Kimyen Vu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2435 



